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The Stars

You count the number of the stars and call them all by their names.

In the name of God, the Source of Life, the Word of Love, and the Spirit of Truth. Amen.
Good morning, everyone, and a special welcome again to all of the scouts, scout leaders, and scout parents who are with us today. Scout Sunday is such a great opportunity to celebrate all of the good that scouting does in our world. I was never a scout myself, but I grew up in a scouting family. My grandfather, who is 96 years old is an Eagle Scout! And my big brother, who is five years older than me, is also an Eagle Scout. In fact, when I was younger, I wanted to be a Boy Scout myself, but that wasn’t allowed at the time. I was so glad a few years ago when BSA changed its membership policies and our Cub Scout pack here at St. Luke’s chose to admit children of all genders into our program.

One of the things I love most about scouting is that it gives us a chance to get outside into the natural world. We get to explore and learn about and enjoy this wonderful, amazing world that we live in. And I don’t just mean our own planet, Earth. We also get to look up and learn about the universe beyond our atmosphere: the sun, and the moon, and the other planets, and the stars.

Now, I would like us all to imagine for a moment that instead of being here on Earth, we are actually in outer space on the International Space Station! To help us imagine, I invite those of you on Zoom who know how to put on a virtual background, to go ahead and put on the background that shows the earth from space with the sun just rising over the horizon and all of the stars behind. 
While I’m giving folks a moment to do that, here is a quick tutorial on virtual backgrounds for those who don’t know. If you’re on a computer, look for the little camera icon at the bottom that turns your video on and off. Next to it, there is a small up-arrow. Click that up-arrow, and one of the options is “Choose Virtual Background.” Then you should be able to select the image of the earth from space! If you’re on a tablet or a smartphone, go to either the upper right-hand corner or the lower right-hand corner, tap the three dots that say “more”, choose the option for “Virtual Background” and then select this image. And if you’re totally confused by what I’m saying, don’t worry! Just enjoy seeing me and some of our other participants hanging out in outer space.

So, now that we’re all on the International Space Station, I have a question for you. This is for the kids to answer first. How many stars do you think there are in the universe? You can either unmute yourself and share your guesses, or you can type your guesses into the chat.
[We received some excellent guesses, ranging from 10 billion to 27. I think that last one was a joke!]
The actual answer is: we have no idea how many stars there really are! Because of the way that light travels and the huge size of the universe, plus the way that space and time do weird things at the speed of light, we have no way at this time with our current technology to discover the true number of the stars. But the best estimates by scientists tell us that there are at least one billion trillion stars. That is a one with 21 zeroes after it. That’s a number so big, I can’t even wrap my mind around it.

So why are we talking about stars? Well, in our bible readings today, we heard God described as the one who is able to count the number of the stars and call all of them by their names. We heard this twice, actually. In our first reading, from the prophet Isaiah, and in our psalm, which was the piece of poetry that the choir led us in singing. “You count the number of the stars”, we sang, “and call them all by their names.”

The people who wrote these words lived thousands of years ago. They did not know what stars are made out of, or that they are millions of miles away. They did not know that our own sun is really a star. They did not know that the Earth and the other planets orbit around the sun. There was so much about the universe that they did not know. But what they did know was this: that God is the one who created all of it. That God, as Isaiah says, “stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in.” That God is so big, and so powerful, and so smart beyond anything we can imagine, that God even knows the number of the stars, and has given each and every one of them a name.

And if God knows each of the stars by name, then God also knows each one of us by name. God cares about us, and looks after us, and wants us to look after this world and one another. So when you go outside at night and look up at the stars, remember that God alone can count them all. And that each one—just like us—is precious in God’s sight. Amen.
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